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     Throughout the Scriptures we hear stories about stewardship:
persons are entrusted with something, and they are held to
account for how they carry out that responsibility. At the end of
one such story, Jesus sums things up rather clearly when he says,
"Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and
still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more"
(Lk 12:48b). 
     Here at Holy Spirit, we have certainly been entrusted with
much! Since arriving here about a year and a half ago, I have been
humbled and astonished at the many, powerful ways the Lord has
been at work in and through our parish community. His creative
love has been revealed time and time again: as persons return to
the Sacraments, as we serve our neighbors in need, as we grow in
our lives of prayer and devotion, and as we invite others to come
and experience the Lord's love in Christian hospitality. As the
Lord continues to entrust us with so many gifts and opportunities,
it's imperative for us to reflect and give thanks.
     I'm pleased to share this first edition of our new Stewardship
Report, which will be published quarterly. In these pages we will
have the opportunity to thank God for his unfailing love, and to
share some of the fruits of that love as we strive to say "yes" to
him in all things. We will reflect on all of this through the three
dimensions of stewardship: prayer, service, and sharing. Through
this grateful reflection, I hope that we can see more clearly how
the Lord is entrusting us with his many gifts, and live the lives of
faithful stewardship he calls us to.  May God continue to
strengthen us to serve him with generous and joyful hearts!

All we do, and all we are,
begins with the Lord, is

sustained by His grace, and
finds its happy completion
in Him. Prayer sustains us
as we strive to live out our

call as Christians.

PRAYER

"A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY LED BY THE SPIRIT TO LOVE GOD AND SERVE OUR NEIGHBOR"

We are compelled by the
Lord to love and to serve
Him in others, especially

those most in need. Service
puts our prayer and the
love of Jesus into action.

SERVICE

Our financial generosity is
a return to the Lord for his
goodness and blessings to
us. We share our treasure
as an act of gratitude and
love so the Lord's good

work can continue.

SHARING
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Finding Jesus at the "source and summit"
     The Church teaches that the Eucharist is the "source and summit
of the Christian life." Our Lord, truly present in the Holy Eucharist, is
the beginning, the sustenance, and the fulfillment of all we do as
God's people. During the worst of the pandemic lockdowns, this
became painfully clear as occasions to attend Mass and receive the
Eucharist were limited. Even with the best of technology, and liturgies
available through live-stream, there is no substitute for the grace of
receiving Our Lord's Body and Blood in Communion. As
circumstances continue to improve, we see more and more "new
faces" at Mass each week. Some are returning for the first time since
before the public heath crisis, others have relocated and now call
Holy Spirit their parish home, and still others are welcome guests
seeking to know more about Jesus and His Church.

"Jesus in the
Blessed

Sacrament is
the living
heart of

each of our
parishes."

-  POPE ST .  PAUL VI

     In July of 2021, and continuing through All Saints Day (Nov. 1) 2022
our parish is observing a "Year of the Eucharist," a time of prayer and
dedication to this central teaching of the Church - that Jesus is truly
present in the Holy Eucharist and nourishes all that we are and
everything we do. During this time, we have intentionally reflected
and celebrated this mystery through additional opportunities for
Eucharistic Adoration, adult formation book studies, teachings on the
Eucharist for our youth and their families, and in so many other ways,
as we strive to rediscover the love of Christ poured out for us in the
most Blessed Sacrament. In the months ahead, we look forward to
other occasions to deepen our love of the Eucharist. 
     As we give thanks to God for the gift of Himself in the Blessed
Sacrament, now is a great time to reflect on how Jesus might be
calling us more closely to His Eucharistic Heart. How can I live a more
Eucharistic life? How is Jesus inviting me to come to Him, to be fed by
His love, and to share that love with others by my life?

Photos: Bishop Knestout celebrates Fr. Matt's Installation Mass at Holy Spirit (Credit: Vy Barto) 
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Serving and Satisfying Hungry Hearts
     Near the end of the Gospel of Matthew, as Jesus is describing
the judgment of the nations at the end of time, he does something
remarkable: he identifies himself in the poor and hungry, saying
that "what you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did
for me" (25:40). At the parish, our outreach ministries are not
simply about doing good or helpful things for people who are in
need. In fact, it is a prayerful response to the promptings of Jesus
Christ as we serve him in our brothers and sisters.
     In life, we have many hungers: we hunger for food, for love, for
friendship - the list goes on and on. Each one of us has a heart
that is hungry for something. As Catholics, we recognize that our
deepest hunger is for the Lord and the love that he provides for
us. Gratefully, Jesus meets us in our hunger as he provides for us
in the Holy Eucharist, where we are fed with the "bread of heaven"
and nourished in body and soul. Having been satisfied in this
miraculous way, the Lord invites us to go into the world to help
minister to the needs of others, to satisfy hungers as we are able.
Here at Holy Spirit, through our outreach ministries, we help to
satisfy many different hungers of the heart. Our newly expanded
food pantry provides nourishment for our friends in need.
Through our conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, we can
provide financial assistance to help persons with housing or
utility needs. "Vincent's Closet," which grew from the request of a
single person in need of clothes for job interviews, now provides a
wide array of clothing for persons of all ages and needs. 
     All of these ministries, and so many more, provide meaningful
help to persons in need of assistance. But beyond any material
help we might be able to provide, these ministries allow our
brothers and sisters to be seen, to be heard, and to be loved. Our
outreach flows from the very fact that in our need, in our own
hunger, Jesus comes to us, looks at us with mercy, and calls us to
himself, where we find nourishment and grace to share his love. 
     Jesus is constantly at work, and he reveals himself to us in
countless ways. His hiddenness in the Holy Eucharist helps us to
seek after him elsewhere in life, and by meeting the needs of our
brothers and sisters, by helping to satisfy their hungers of heart,
we can see and serve Christ, too. As we continue to hear the
Lord's promptings to serve him in others, it's worthwhile to reflect
on how the Lord has fed us, where we have experienced the love
of Christ, and how that love might be prompting us to share his
goodness with others.

"If you cannot
find Christ in
the poor, you
will not find
him in the
chalice."

-  ST .  JOHN
CHRYSOSTOM
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Sharing through "Faith & Fellowship"
Who knew that donuts could teach us so much about stewardship?

     By now you hopefully know that once a month we celebrate a
"Faith and Fellowship weekend."  While faith and fellowship are
hallmarks of every gathering at Holy Spirit, these weekends allow
us the chance to be intentional not only about our call to
hospitality, but also in focusing on a particular way in which we're
serving the Lord and one another. During a F&F Weekend a
particular group or ministry will serve as hosts, serving delicious
donuts after Mass and in the process, sharing a bit about their
particular ministry.  Guests can enjoy not only some coffee and a
treat, but also some time together to meet new people and speak
with our brothers and sisters who are serving in ways that might
be new to us.  Free will offerings from these weekends often
support either the hosting ministry or a particular project or
outreach.
       When we think about the "sharing" dimension of stewardship,
the first thing that probably comes to mind is money. Of course,
financial resources are a necessary part of supporting the Lord's
work at the parish, and our community continues to generously
sacrifice to make sure that we are responding well to the Lord's
call. At the same time, "sharing" isn't just about money, and
certainly not money for money's sake. Our F&F Weekends teach
us that sharing is about being together as a parish community,
learning from one another, prayerfully responding to God's call to
serve, each doing our part to say and live a generous "yes" to
Jesus. Our sacrifices, including our financial offerings, are
expressions of gratitude to God for his many blessings, as well as
a commitment to help our parish community continue to do God's
work in our small corner of the Kingdom.
     God's call to serve is not an unapproachable abstract idea.
Jesus teaches us, through his example and his ongoing work in
the Church, that we are called to use our gifts to serve God and
neighbor in specific, tangible ways. Our F&F Weekends allow us to
see and celebrate some of the ways in which we respond to God's
call here at Holy Spirit, putting faces and names to our ministries
while helping us consider how God might be calling our hearts. 
 By sharing this time, and maybe a donut or two, we can grow
together as a parish community striving to serve God and our
brothers and sisters. 
  

       

"Community is
first of all a

quality of the
heart...We are
alive not for

ourselves but
for others."

-  FR .  HENRI  NOUWEN 


